a0 4 


(OUNG CLerGyMan, 
' To the Reverend 


Dr. Hare, Dean of Wareefter, Et 


| - | | | 
s : $6 - a * 89 a 
1 * * . * 
. „ E 7 
- 


wesen «Ping, 


Pr is BY | - "== e — — 2 4 


a k . . 3 » 4 n 1 * *— > oe y Pa . 4 
. a. WE » —_ 


rh — 


22 


Clypeos, Danautmq; 
hee, — an From gu 


8 The Szcond Eprrion. ' 


r 


Printed by W. W1LxINS, ad Sold by L 
 Roverrs in Warwick-Lane. 1720. 


(Price Six Pence ) | 


— — 
fi 1 
4 7 E. f 
o 2 * 
A * A 
£ a * 2 
i*& — ä — 
4 
"1 \ 4 
* „ ' 
: - 8 
* 1 44. ®. 


22 
8 þ 
. 4 
'4 
4 --- 


\ 


OY 


Dr 0 
4 — - „ 1. * 
A "i 1 
4 : we b . 
4 ft: i2#%.9 # - IS do th 0 £ 
1 8F * 8 
C. 33 * . — 
aL, — | * wal * 
— 7 8 4 + 4 ($564 $4 wink be, : i4 
(V3 * 112 14 44 ub I! 25 14 4 
* 7 
- —7, — — rere — 2 
f 758 * 
; D 12 . 
* * 7 1 * 1 8 — W 
| 0% 2 * . \ % » % a 
i * T4 * f 9 2 rise 
way) -þ ant 2% AAS 
- ; 


4 * +. -< „„ „ 
: 8 „ Py 
* 8 »# 
* * 


Fi * * 
% = 
* — 
CE. Y [ 
8 - 3 
2 
bl 


. 


— — 


Letter of Thanks 
To the Reverend 


Dr. HARE, &c. 


Reverend S I R. 


5 Iz Am at length fully ſenſible 

- of the great Wiſdom of 
| the Advice you once gave 
Ame, with Relation to the 
Sway of the Scriptures, 


Which! = then entring upon with a 
_ Zeal and Reſolution not to be cooled by 
your ſeaſonable and friendly Admonitior. 


Experience has in ſome meaſure convinced 
me, that the Dangers you threatened me 
with were not wholly chimerical ; and I 

A2 have 


(4) 
have Reaſon to apprehend that I may 
find thoſe Deffical:ies and Diſcourazementy 
that attend the Study of the Scriptures till 
growing upon me, in Proportion as my 
Enquiries into them are more ſucceſsful. 
It was to m2 not the leaſt of theſe Difficul- 
ties, that I wanted Skill to reconcile the 
 inviolable Liberty of Coaſcience, and the 
Humility enjoyned by our Lord to his 
Apoſtles, with the Powers claimed by 
many of their pretended Succeſſors: And 
unleſs I ſtrenuouſly aſſerted their Claim 

to theſe Powers, I did not well ſee how 
to avoid falling under a heavy Cenſure, 
as betraying the Rights of my own Or- 
der, and rbeing thought wanting in my 
Duty to my Superiours. But you, Sir, 
. + have happily extricated me out of this Per- 
plexity, and ſhewed by your late excel- 
lent Performance that it is poſſible, by a 
gkilful Addreſs, effectually to ſerve the 
Cauſe of Chriſtian Liberty, and at the 
ſame time to gain the Favour and Prote- 
Qtion of our Eccleſiaſtical Governours, 


and the Applauſe of thoſe who are moſt 
zealous for their Authority, 


As 


(3-3 
As I am very ſenſible of the Obliga- 
tions I have to you on this Account, and 
willing that others may enjoy the ſame 
Advantage, I offer my Service to give 
à Clue to your artful Diſcourſe of Church. 
Autbority, which may be of Uſe to your 
leſs diſcerning Readers, by letting them 
into the true Deſign of it; and may free 
you from the Imputations of ſuch as want 
Penetration to diſcover your real Senti- 
ments, through the uſeful Diſguiſe under. 


which you infinuate them with ſo much 
8 


IT is very obvious to any one, who is 
tolerably acquainted with the Manner of 
Writing practiſed by the antient Maſters 
of Eloquence, that throughout this whole 
' Diſcourſe, you have made Uſe of a Fi- 

guratiye kind of Rhetorick, which the 
Teachers of that Art recommend as the 
beſt Stratagem to perſuade a Multitude 

enflamed with Paſſion, (which at preſent 
is the Caſe of every Audience where this 
Subject is treated of,) by ſeeming to op- 
poſe che Opinion you ere deſign to 

infuſe 


(6) 
infuſe into them. It is eaſy to appre- 
hend that the Faults and Imperfections of 
every other kind of Writing make the 
chief Excellencies of this inverted Ora- 
tory ; in which the moſt groſs and palpa- 
ble Abſurdities, groundleſs Calumnies, 
and weak Arguments, ſet off with plain 
unanſwerable ObjeQions, are the proper 
Means of Perſuaſion. There are ſuch 
numberleſs Beauties of this kind artfully 
diſpoſed throughout your Sermon, that 
ir muſt be confeſſed to be a very happy : 
Inſtance of this Politick Art of Speaking, 
which is one of the fineſt Secrets of an- 
tient Eloquence, and ſuch as few ſeem to 
be aware of at preſent. Your Engl, ib 
Readers may fee a Specimen of it in a ce- 
lebrated Speech of Agamemnon, in the 


ſiecond Book of Mr. Pope's Tranſlation of 


Homer, illuſtrated with the curious Re- 
marks of a Grecian Critick; and they will 
doubtleſs own with Pleaſure, that your 
Performance far exceeds the Poets Inven- 


tion. I will not undertake to unravel. 


all the refined Artifice concealed in this 
inimitable Piece ; it is enough for me ta 
trace 


(7 


trace out ſome of the more obvious Sub- 
tilties; ſince the more Maſterly Strokes of 
Art will, I fear, eſcape my Obſervation. 


I begin with the Preface, which may 
be conſidered as a Key to the following 
Sermon. And here having firſt ſhewn 
the Addreſs of an Orator, in aſſuming a 
graceful Modeſty, as an Excuſe for 
ſuffering your ſelf to be drawn into this 
Controverſy, you proceed to acquaint 
your Readers, that They who conſider 
& this as a Viſitation-Sermon, and know 
ce the Author, will not wonder either at 
the Choice of the Subject, or the ſide 
10 you have taken ia it.” (Pref. Page v.) 
the Former being, it ſeems, moſt agreea- 
dle to the Inclinations of the Audience, 
the Latter to the Dexterity of the 
Preacher. The Subject you have choſen 
is the Vindication of Church. Authority, 
which you would ſeem to carry to as 
_ great a Height as moſt Writers who have 
appeared in the Defenſe of it: But (as 
I fhall plainly ſhew) you in reality 
eſpouſe the Opinion of thoſe among us, 
Who N 


($8) 


who would reduce it to the loweſt 


Standard, 


I am therefore to conſider you as on- 
ly perſonating an Advocate for the 
Cauſe you have undertaken ; which you 
very artfully open, by declaring that 
<« you ſhafl ever be an Enemy to Perſe- 
« cution,” the Imputation of favouring 
which your Clients take a great deal of 
conſcious Pains to get clear of. This 
Declaration is (I doubt not) perfectly 
agreeable to your real Sentiments; but 
under the Character you are ſuppoſed to 
ſpeak it, it is to. be underſtood as a meer 
Feint: And to ſhew it to be ſuch, you 
have qualified it with ſuch Reſtrictions, 
as leave you a Pretenſe to perſecute all 
who are not exactly in your own Senti- 
ments. Your Words are theſe, —— 
4 I (hall ever be an Enemy to Perſecu- 


4 tion, and cannot think it equitable in 


« the Governours of the Church to take 
„the utmoſt Advantage of ſevere Laws 
« apainſt innocent well-meaning People, 
« while they continue ſuch ; much leſs 

to 


(9) 


© to call in the ſecular Arm, to oppreſs 
« and cruſh under it's weight vertuous 
“ and learned Men, for the Miſtakes 
e their diſintereſted Purſuits of Truth 
« and Knowledge may happen to lead 
them into; — (Pref. page v, vi.) Thus 
you are very careful to preſerve to the 
Governours of the Church, the Power 
of perſecuting, though you would have 
them a little tender of uſing it: You 
do not condemn ſuch ſevere Laws, as 
would oppreſs and cruſh not only inno- 
cent and well-meaning People, but even 
vertuous and learned Men; though you 
do not indeed think it equitable that 
the utmoſt Advantage of thoſe Laws 
ſhould be taken againſt ſuch Perſons. 
But after all this Shew of Candour and 
Tenderneſs, it will be hard to find any 
that have the Misfortune to differ from 


you in Opinions, ſettled by your Church- _ 


Authority, whom you will allow to be 
innocent, much leſs whom you will 
eſteem vertuous and learned. You 
(it ſeems) © think you may without 
« Breach of Charity ſuppole, that the 

„ per- 


(10) 
4 Perſuaſions of the ſeveral Sects that 
e difſent from the eſtabliſhed Church 
are not ſincere in ſuch a Senſe as will 
“ excuſe a Separation. (Sermon, Page 
42, 43.) They who diſſent from the eſta- 
bliſhed Church cannottherefore be very ſe- 
cure that they are reckoned by you among 
the innocent well-meaning People, whom 
(while they continue ſuch) you would 
have skreened from the utmoſt Advan- 
tage of ſevere Laws, always ready to be 
put in Execution againſt them at the 
' Difcretion of the Governours of the 
Church. And you confeſs that“ you 


„ cannot but own yourſelf filled with 


« Indignation and Aſtoniſhment, at the 
& looſe Principles of ſome Writers, “ 
(Pref. page ix.) whom you load with 
ſuch a Variety of Calumnies, that they 
can ſcarce be thougtit to be favoured 
wich any degree of your Eſteem, It is 
eaſy to diſtinguiſh the Perſons glanced at 
in this Cenſure, (which I underſtand in 
you as a ſecret Reproach of the ſcanda- 
lous Treament they have met with from 
Others;) and if their eminenc Vertue and 
” Learning 


( 
Learning be called in queſtion, I ſoppoſe 
none after them will have the Vanity to 
hope his Pretenſions to that Character 
will be admitted. There is indeed one 
Particular in which they can ſcarce be 
thought to come up to the Qualifications 
of thoſe intituled to your Favour, or 
Pity, and that is the Circumſtance of 
being miſled in the Search of Truth and 
Knowledge: Their Miſtakes might per- 
| haps have pleaded for Indulgence, but 
Truths (which are more odious) are not 
ſo eaſily forgiven. Thus it is evident 
from the Reſtrictions you have laid down, 
that none who are not entirely in your 
Sentiments, or rather in your Intereſts, 
could have any Ground to hope that the 
utmoſt Advantage of ſevere Laws would 
not be taken againſt them, unleſs a more 
favourable Coaſtruftion were put on their 
Opinions, than you approve, or allow. 


ITE treacherous Pretenſes to Mode. 
ration affected by ſuch as maintain Per- 
ſecuting Principles, being thus expoſed 
by your pretended Enmity to Perſecution, 

32 you 


C003 

you draw up a heavy Charge againſt 
thoſe * Who declare againſt all Authori- 
© ry in the Church, ec, ” (Pref. page vi, 
vii.) a Charge in which by your own 
Confeſſion the Adverſaries you have to 

do with are wholly unconcerned ; ſince 

you acknowledge (Serm, p. 35.) that 
they allow there is ſomewhere a pro- 

_ & per Authority lodged to appcict Rules 

« of Church- Diſcipline, and to ſettle a 


% Method of publick Worſhip, >? — * 


This is a plain Indication that you ſecret- 
ly favour the oppoſite ſide, ſince you 
purpoſely chuſe to aim your Arguments in 
ſuch a Manner, as to fly over the Heads 
of choſe they ſeem to be levelled at. 


THe next Paragraph informs vs that 
« Tn this Diſcourſe the Reader has your 

„Thoughts only as to the Power and 
& Authority of the Miniſters and Go- 
& yernours of the Church, and that as it 
« appears upon the Face of Scripture, 
„ without any Regard to Modern 
eb Syſtems; * (Pref. page viii.) I ſhall 


therefore nd conſider this part 
0 
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of your Sermon, in which you profeſſed- 
ly give us your real Thoughts, not with» 
out inſinuating that there is ſome Oppoſt- 
tion between the Scriptures and the mo- 
dern Syſtems on this Subject: And Iwill 
undertake to ſhew from thence, that you 
have reduced Church-Authority to as low 
a Pitch as any of thole you Pn. to 
write againſt. 


Tus following remarkable Words, 
4 That you have aſſerted throughout 
&« what appeared to you to be true, whe- 
ether it were neceſſary for the Cauſe 
“ you maintain or not ;” (Pref p. viii.) 
may ſerve to let an intelligent Reader in- 

to the ſecret Scheme of this whole Diſ- 
courſe : ſince it is notorious that you have 
advanced many unanſwerable Objections 
againſt the Opinion you ſeem to eſpouſe, 
but not one Argument in Defenſe of it. 
The Weakneſs of which is not ſo viſible, 
that it could never be deſigned ta impoſe 
on any Man of common Senſe. 


Hove 
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HavinGs gone through the Preface, I 
paſs on to the Sermon, which begins with 
a common Complaint of the Inſincerity of 
ſuch as appeal to Scripture, as a Rule of 
Controverſy, and yer refuſe to be deter- 
mined by it: And it is affirmed by you, 
that none have leſs followed, or more per- 


verted this Rule, than thoſe who contend 


for a much ſtricter Adherence to it, than 
you ſeem to approve, or even to allow, 
Lou inſtance in the late Diſputes concern- 
ing Church-Authority, which have been 
carried on by thoſe who are very falſely 

repreſented as oppoſing it, with ſuch a 
profeſſed Regard to the Scriptures, that it 


TY is made almoſt a Crime in them to have 


been too tender of derogating from their 
Authority; and yet they are at the ſame 
time taxed with ſuch groſs Prevarication, 
as if they openly refuſed to Pay the leaſt 
Deference to 1 


T H'IS Charge, which looks a little im- 
| probable, is ſupported by an elaborate Diſe 

ſertation on the Grammatical Senſe of 
ſeveral Texts of Scripture, which theſe 


w riters 
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Writers have not, I think, ever attempt- 
ed to pervert. This therefore, I ſuppoſe, 
was laid hold of as a favourable Opportu- 
nity to diſplay your maſterly Skill in 
Criticiſm, without any Diſadvantage to 
your pretended Adverſaries, who are not 
in the leaſt hurt by it. I obſerve, that 
though you could not ſo far diſſemble 
this Skill, for which are ſo juſtly valued, 
as to make any critical Obſervation un- 
| worthy of your ſelf, you Have notwith- 
| ſtanding condeſcended (doubtleſs not un- 
deſignedly) to argue from the Paſſages = 
you ſo juſtly criticize on, with the utmoſt 
Weakneſs. It is a ſufficient Anſwer to 
all the Reaſonings drawn by you from 
thence, that the Authority of the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves was not Abſolute, and 
that they expreſly diſclaimed a Dominion 
over the Faith of Chriſtians. Even the 
Spirits were commanded to be tried, be- 
fore they could warrantably be received; 
much leſs ought an implicite Faith and 
Obedience to be paid to the unexamined 
DiQates of any fallible Teachers, whoſe 
Authority is as far veneath that of Divine 
Inſpi- 


(.16 ) 


Inſpiration, as Earth is removed from Hea- 


1 


Youk next Argument for the great 
Authority you attribute to the Governours 
of the Church, is taken from the Com- 
miſſion given by our Saviour to the Apo- 
ſtlesin the Power of the KH, the Power 
of binding and looſing, and the Power of 
remitting and retaining Sins, (p. 21.) You 
do not diſtinctly tell us what you think 
was intended by theſe ſeveral Powers, 
Which you affect to illuſtrate by the like 
Ggurative Alluſions peculiarly applied to 
Chriſt himſelf, and expreſſing the Powers 
he was inveſted with after his Reſurrecti- 
on. From hence you infer, that theſe 


Expreſſions imply * a very great Com- 


“ miſſion and Authority ;” too great in- 
deed to be, in the proper Senſe of them, 
communicated to any mere Mortal. This 
you appear to be very ſenſible of, and ac- 
cordingly conclude your Diſcourſe on this 
Head, which is, I confeſs, very artfully 
confuſed, by declaring, that © whatever 
the Words of this Commiſſion preciſely 
es 1 „mean, 


ERS | 
er mean, as ſpoken to the Apoſtles, 'tis 
« eaſy to ſee what they do not mean; 
te tis eaſy to ſee they do not give the Suc- 
« ceſſors of the Apoſtles, who have not 
the Gift of diſcerning the Secrets of 
« Men's Hearts, a Power of remitting or 
retaining the Sins of this or that indivi- 
* dual Perſon abſolutely.” (p. 26.) Thus 
having in a few Lines unravelled the 
Work of five or ſix Pages, you pleaſantly 
expoſe your pretended or real Adverſaries 

UC do not ſay which) by acutely obſerv- 


ing that the Oppoſers of © abſolute Abſo- 


* lutions, oppoſe a Phantom of their 


„ own, This, you ſay, is a Power no 
„ Church, not even that of Rome, ever 


M claim'd; all ſides have confeſſed their 
Abſolutions to be valid only conditional- 
« ly, Clave non errante; nor did any one 
ever queſtion their Validity in this Senſe. 

This perhaps might have paſſed upon us 

by the Help of your ingenious Raillery, 
had we not ſeen ſo many repeated Ex- 
amples, during the Courſe of this preſent 
Controverſy, that notwithſtanding ſuch 

plain Conſeſſions extorted by the Force of 


C Truth, 
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Truth, the contrary Doctrines have with 
dextrous Inconſiſtency been ſometimes in- 
ſinuated in the very ſame Sentence. In 
the preſent Caſe it is notorious, that 
the poor deluded People of the Church 
of Rome are as effectually made to depend 
on the vain Abſolutions of their Prieſts, 
as if they were expreſly maintained to 
be of abſolute Authority : Nor can thoſe 
amongſt us who have of late been ſo zea- 
lous for the new Doctrine of Authorita- 
tive Abſolution, with all their ſubtil Di- 
ſtinctions, prevent the like groſs Miſtakes 
from ſpreading amongſt their ignorant 
Votaries. 


I come now to conſider your Manner 
of ſtating the Power of Church-Gover- 


nours, which I take to be the Maſter⸗ 


Piece of yout whole Diſcourſe. You en- 
ter upon this Part of your Subject with 

a kind of artful Diſdain, as if you e- 
ſteemed it a great Condeſcenſion to en- 


gage in it; and declare, that © it concern 


thoſe who are to obey, whether in Spi- 
6 ritual or in Civil Matters, to inform 
„them. 


(19) 
te themſelves of their Duty, and conſe- 
« quently of the Extent of the Authori- 
« ty of thoſe ſet over them, leſt they 
&« bring on themſelves the Guilt and Pu- 
« niſhment of Diſobedience, (p. 28,) 
This neceſſarily obliges the governed 
Part of the Church to an Examination of 

the Lawfulneſs of the Commands, and 

the Reaſonableneſs of the Doctrines, im- 
poſed on them by their Governours, 
Which make up the Subject Matter of 
that Authority, of the Extent of which 
they are to inform themſelves; and con- 
ſequently, it gives the utmoſt Scope and 
Latitude to Private Judgment, for which 
the greateſt Patrons of Religious Liberty 
have ever contended. It is true, you in- 
timate to them only the Danger of Diſ- 
obedience which they may incur by this 
Neglect; but the Danger of an undue 
Compliance is infinitely greater; ſince it 
is far more excuſable to diſobey even the 
juſt Commands of Men through an over- 
ſcrupulous Fear of offending God, than 
to tranſgreſs the Laws of God out of a 
blind Submiſſien to the Decrees of a 


Co On 
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Conſiſtory, a Synod, or a General Coun- 


cil, or even the united Authority of all 
Mankind. 


THE Force of this large Conceſſion, 
which would not have been admitted by 
the Oppoſers of Private Judgment, had 
it been underſtood, is finely concealed un- 
der the Magiſterial Air, with which it is 
delivered. This doubtleſs made it paſs 
on the unthinking Part of your Audience, 
who are fond of every thing that Jooks 
| like Authority: But their more diſcern- 
ing Adverſaries know the Advantage it 
gives them too well, to quarrel with 
the Favour for the pngraceful manner of 
granting =_ 


AFTER having thus admoniſhed the 
People of the Obligation they are under, 
to inform themſelves of the Extent of the 

Authority exerciſed over them by their 
| Eccleſiaſtical Governours, you proceed to 

point out to them the Sources from whence 

this Power is derived, and the Meaſures 

. by which it is to be regulated. Theſe 


you 


61 
you make to be, Firſt, The Scriptures ; 
Secondly, The Practiſe of the Church in 
the beſt and pureſt Ages; And laſtly, 
The Nature of Society. = 


Tu E Scriptures muſt of Conſequence 
be allowed by you, to be a ſufficient Rule 
to judge of thoſe Powers; becauſe you 
acknowledge, The Powers of Church - 

* Governours may, without much Dif- 
40 ficulty, be drawn from Scripture; ; and 
* conſequently,the Nature and Degree of 

the Obedience due to them, &c.” (p.28.) 

Let notwithſtanding this Sufficiency of 
| Scripture, you affirm ©* That he muſt ne- 
 * ver have looked into Scripture, who is 
capable of thinking it a perfect Rule of 
© external Warſhip and Diſcipline; ad 
And therefore you propoſe to take in the 
Writings of the Primitive Church, as a 
Supplement to Scripture in theſe Points, 
(p. 29.) Now if theſe Matters are re- 
gulated by Divine Revelation, that alone 
is a ſufficient Rule; if they are not, (as 
| you ſeem to think,) there can be no need 
of having Recourle to theſe Writers ; 
ſigce 


68 
ſince the Church has ſtill the ſame power 
to alter, as ſhe had firſt to appoint, a 

Method of external Worſhip and Diſci- 


pline, not being tied down to any Model 


of humane Contrivance, however an- 
tient. 


And as to Matters of Faith, all the 
Authority you allow to the Primitive Wri - 
ters of the Church is, That the Senſe 
they put on any Paſſages of Scripture, 
the meaning of which cannot otherwiſe 

be determined, (for if it can, you allow 
that could all the Fathers be ſuppoſed to 


no weight;) it it be not the true Senſe, 


zs at leafta good one, (p. 41.) which is 


fo pleaſant an Inſtance of your Deference 
to their Judgment, as cannot be diſagree- 
able to rhe rudeſt Contemners of Anti- 


uity. 


Tat third way of * Church- 
Power, which you take from the Nature 
of Society, you confeſs is nicer, and 
** requires more Caution than the other 


agree in a different Senſe, it would be of 


. 
« two, and ſhould always be conſidered 
« joyntly with them. Otherwiſe we 
« ſhall be apt to conclude, that the 


„Church, in Fact, has ſuch a Power, 
& becauſe tis, in our Opinion, conveni- 


ent it ſhould, (p. 29.) Here again 
you are very careful to deny to the 


Church that Power of the Sword, or Share 
in the Civil Judicature, which, from the 
Nature of Society, you have argu'd is ne- 
ceſſary, and the Church has a Right to, 
by the Aſſiſtance of the Civil Magiſtrate, 


5 (D. 34, 35.) For as you allow nothing to 


be concluded ſingly from this Rule, it is 


i manifeſt that you do not give the Church 
2 Power of diſtributing Temporal Re- 


wards and Puniſhments, however con- 
venient or neceſſary it may bein the E. 
ſteem of ſome Church- men; ſince it can- 


not be proved to belong to the Church by 


either of the two former Rules; it being 
neither warranted by the Goſpel, which 
give not the leaſt Colour for it, nor coun- 
tenanced by the pureſt Ages of Chriſti- 
anity, which were providentially depriv- 
ed or it. 
T 11s 
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f x 15 Power, which can at beſt ſerve 
only to make Men profeſs the Truths 
they do not believe, and which in Fact 
has generally been employed to force 
them to embrace ſuch Errors as they ab- 
| horred; as it is only calculated to ſerve 
the Ends of an Earthly Government, 
has been inſiſted on to be wholly unfit 
to be applied to the Affairs of a Kingdom, 

which is not of this World : And you, 
Sir, have clearly expounded the Text 
(Fobn xviii. 36.) in Favour of this Opi- 
nion; though you ſlily introduce it with 
this ſhort Preface, that it is nothing 6 
the Parpoſe. 


Your Account of it ſtands thus, 
« Qur Saviour is accuſed to the Roman 
„ Governour, as ſetting up to be King 
of the Jews to the Prejudice of Tibe. 
« rias ; Our Saviour, who came into the 
« World tobear witneſs to the Truth, could 
« not but own what was true ; but adds, 
e that his Kingdom was ſuch an one 
_ © as need give the Emperor no Uneaſi- 
60 neſs; that it was not of this World; 
8 4 en 
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« &c.” (page 31.) It is well known that 
a pretended Vicegerent of Chrift, ſome 
Apes after, ſupplanted a Succeſſor of T;. 
berias, and uſurped a Dominion over 
the whole Roman Empire. It is there- 
fore evident that our Saviour muſt be 
underſtood to have diſclaimed, both for 
himſelf and his Miniſters, that Tempo- 
ral Power, by which, though at firſt ex- 


erciſed precarioully by the Favour of the 


Civil State, the Empire was afterwards 
ſubverted ; otherwiſe he could not have 
affirmed with Truth, that his Kingdom 
was ſuch as could give no Uneaſineſs to 


8 the Emperour. 


 Txr1s Expoſition is evidently in Fa- 
vour of thoſe, who argue that the Gover- 
nours of the Church are excluded by 
this Text from all Temporal Power: 
And the Force of it is no otherwiſe to 
be evaded, than by diftinguiſhing be- 
tween the Church and the Kingdom of 

Cre, as you in Effect own by making 
' a Diſtinction between them, It muſt be 
confeſſed that though the Kingdom does 

D indeed 
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indeed ſigniſy the Church, it ſignifies 
the Church under a different State, to 
which the preſent State is only a Prepa- 
ration; and in this Senſe it is explained 
by you, (page 31.) that © if rαν, (the 
Kingdom) ſignifies the Church, 'tis 
„the Me gr. he, the People govern- 
« ed by Chriſt,” or the Subjects of his 
ſuture Kingdom. This is fully ſufficient 
for the preſent Purpoſe, it being all that 
is contended for that the Church i in this 

Preparatory State has not any Temporal 
Fower. As to the future Kingdom of 
_ Chriſt, the Members of it not being apen- 
ly declared, are inviſible to us; and 
could they be known with the greateſt 
_ Certainty, yet ſince they are not already 
inveſted with that degree of Glory that 
will be communicated to them, they 
could not, under the Notion of Members 
of this Kingdom, claim any earthly Do- 


minion, before the glorious Reign of | 


Chriſt ſhall commence, when they ſhall 
indeed reign with him upon the Earth * * 


Vice 2 Pet. ill. 13. Vai ::h Ixv. 17. "Jon 
xxi. Rev. ii. 26, 27. Pſal. ii. 8, 9. Rev v. 195. 
Dan. vil. 10, 22, 27. . i. 15, 2 Rev. Xx. 4. 
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Tu Scriptures being thus found to 
be the great Rule from whence the 
Meaſures of theſe Powers are to be taken, 
and all other Methods of ſtating them 
being effect ſet aſide by you, as inſuffi- 
cient, you come at length to ſettle the 
Authority of the Governours of the 
Church in the Matters of Faith (which 
is the principal Point on which this whole 
Controverſy turns) upon the Baſis of 
Scripture. And here, you ſay, you 
„„ are willing to own, that the Miniſters 


„ or Governours of the Church in tje 


„ firſt Times, even the Apoſtles them. 
„ ſelves, as to Matters of Faith and 
« Doctrine, had no Authority but that 
 «& of Witneſſes; they delivered nothing 
„ but what they declared they received, 
c. p. 36. You carry this ſtill higher 
by obſerving that The Belief and Sub- 
“ miſſion required to what was taught 
«© immediately by Chriſt himſelf, and 
„ the Holy Spirit, are required on the 
« ſame Account; that they alſo taught 
« what they received. On this Foot 
you ſet the Authority denied to other 
. D 2 Teachers 
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Teachers, © that they propoſed nothing 
eto be believed or done as neceſſary, 
e but what they had received.” And 
that with great Reaſon; ſince they 
would otherwiſe have had greater Au- 
thority than the Apoſtles, nay, than our 
Lord himſelf, or the Holy Spirit. 


Now you do not pretend that the 
Teachers in theſe latter Ages have re- 
ceived any thing either by immediate 
nſpiration, or by Tradition; but © what 

% Tradition could not do, (you ſay) 

could be ſupplied only by a Written 

« Rule, by the Books that compoſe the 

New Teſtament.” It is therefore evi- 

dent that their Authority, or, which is 

the ſame thing, their Teſtimony, is con- 
fined by you to the Letter of Scripture, 
which alone they can be ſaid to have re. 
ceived, though not immediately from 
God, yet as delivered down from thoſe 
to whom it was firſt committed by him. 
If therefore they impoſe any Interpreta- 
tions, or Inferences, of their own, for 


the Truth of which they have no Divine 
Au- 
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' Authority, they are guilty of the great 
Preſumption of ſpeaking of themſelves ; 


. 2 Liberty not taken by Chriſt or his 


Apoſtles, much leſs to be allowed to 

them. Thus it is undeniable, that all 

| Decrees of Councils, all Creeds, or Ar- 

_ ticles of Faith and Religion, enjoined 

by Humane Authority, are condemned 
by your Regulation of Church- Power, 
if they exceed the Words of Scripture, 

Which alone the Perſons employed in theſe 

Acts of Church-Goverament can pre- 

tend that they have received from God. 


'Tais Argument is ſo ſtrong and plain, 
and ſet by you in ſuch a glaring Light, 
that it is ſtrange the Tendency of it 


could eſcape the diſcerning Audience 3 


you ſo happily paſſed it upon. Ie is a 
Sign you perfectly knew their Capacity, 
| otherwiſe you would not ſo far have 
| truſted to it: and though your Conduct 
in this Point has proved ſucceſsful, it 
muſt be eſteemed a very dangerous 
Stroke of Art, 


(39) 


l am the more ſurprized at your ſeem- 
ing Unwarineſs in advancing this bold 
Argument, when I conſider the ſlender 
Evaſion it is guarded with; which is 
meerly the idle Cavil uſed by the Popiſh 
Writers, when they are arguing againſt 
theSufficiency of Scripture. You ſay, that 
if theſe (viz. the Books of the New 


« Teſtament) be received as the Rule of 


6“ our Faith, *tis certain ' tis not the Sound 
« of the Words is ſo, but the Senſe of 
s them. But how is this to be certain. 


« y known? And who has a Right to 


& jnterpret Scripture with that Authori- 
« ty, that his Interpretations ought to 


4 be ſubmitted to? ” The ſacred Words | 
of Scripture are not lightly to be term- 
ed inſignificant Sounds; they are doubt. 
leſs ſuch as more truly expreſs the Mind 


of God, than any Expreſſions the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of Men can ſubſtitute in the Place 


of them, tho' they may not perhaps alroge= | 
ther ſo happily expreſs what the Inter. 
preters would have them ſignify: And 


wherever they are deſigned to be myſte- 
rious, no prying Curioſity of Mortals 
N | 5 
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can penetrate into the hidden Meaning 
of them. And as long as none can boaſt 
of having immediately received of God 
any Interpretation of Scripture, when 
you ask, Who has a Right to interpret 
« Scripture with that Aythority that his 
© Interpretations ought to be ſubmitted 
« to?” it is the ſame thing, according 
to your Scheme of Church-Authority, as 
if you had demanded, Who has a Right 
to place himſelf on the Throne of God, 
and to aſſume a Power not exerciſed by 
Chriſt himſelf, of declaring from thence 
ſuch Doctrines as this fallible Interpreter 


has not received, and of diQtating ſuch 


Laws to Mankind, as terminate in his own = 
auen! 


Ir is obſervable, that you infer the 
Neceſſity of ſuch an Authoritative Inter- 
pretation, from the Uncertainty of the 
Senſe of Scripture: And yet, when you 

afterwards lay down ReſtriQtions to this 

Right of interpreting, you confine it 
(cry inconſiſtently with that Fretenſe) | 

to ſuch Paſſages as are plain and Wy to 

the 
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the meaneſt Underſtanding ; or to ſuch at 
leaſt, the Senſe of which can certainly 
be determined. As to thoſe Places of 
Scripture, the Senſe of which cannot be 
determined with Certainty, you own they 
are, ſtrictly ſpeaking, of no uſe to the 
forming a Summary of Faith; at leaſt in 


the Judgment of the Reformed Churches, 
wo acknowledge the Scriptures for a 


plain and perfect Rule, (p. 39, 40.) 
Were the Reformed Churches true 
* to this Principle, there would (you 


„ ſay) belittle Occaſion to diſpute about 


< the Right of interpreting” : But as 


vou here inſinuate that they are not true 


to it, you tacitly own that there is juſt ” 
| Reaſon to diſpute this Right with them. 


Tu E Sum of your Diſcourſe on this 
Head is, that in every Church © the Go- 
e vernours muſt have a Right to inter- 


I pret,ſofar as is neceſſary to appoint cer- 


* tain Forms of ſound Words, &. p. 41. 
This is granting them juſt nothing; ſince 
It follows from what you have laid down, 
that it is not only unneceſſary, but even 
un- 


Es - 

un warrantable, for them to add a Tittle 
to the Letter of Scripture, which alone 
is abundantly ſufficient to ſupply Forms 


of ſound Words for all the ſeveral Puts 


poſes you mention. 


You very juſtly Night the Popular Ob. 
. jeRions made to Church- Power, as if it 


encroached upon the Authority of the 
Magiſtrate, and the Libetty of the Peo- 


pale, (5. 43.) ſince, as it is Sa by you, 


it muſt be allowed to be innocent in both 

theſe reſpects. But you allow that 

„There are indeed Times and Places in 
„which ſpiritual Power exceeds its 
% Bounds; and the Rights both of Prince 


and People are invaded: “ And the ſol-̃ 
lowing Words ſeem artfully deſigned ta 


inftil into your Hearers a Jealouſy of this 
Eccleſiaſtical Uſurpation. You aſſure them 
with a very peremptory Air, that © there 
Vas never leſs Occaſion for ſuch Com- 
„ plaint than in this Age, and in this 
„Nation; where the Chriſtian Laity, as 
tuch, have all the Liberty the moſt Li- 
centious can Coſire ; a great deal mots 
E than 
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© than is conliſtent with good Diſci- 
« pline.“ The inviduous mention of the 
Laity, whom you tax with Licentiouſ- 
neſs, and threaten with Diſcipline, is per- 
fealy well calculated to fire them with 
Animoſity againſt the Advocates for this 
rigid Authority ; eſpecially ſince you do 
not complain that the Clergy are allowed 


too great Freedom; being conſcious (I 


preſume) of the ſevere Reſtraints they 
lie under, with regard to their Religious 
Opinions, and of the great Difficulties 
and Diſcouragemeats they meet with, in 
thoſe Studies, to which they ought more 

peculiarly to dedicate themſelves. - | 


The Lay part of the Audience being 


thus alarmed, you go on to ask with 


great Diſdain, What then can be the 
Meaning of thoſe loud Harangues in 

behalf of the Eccleſiaſtical Liberty of 

the People, when no Body is touching 
« it?” This ſure muſt warm the Hearts 
of your Hearers with Indignation, ſince 
at the ame time while you thus arrogant- 
| ly inſulted our Fears, We were threatned 


with 
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with an Invaſion, (ſince happily defeated) 
which had it ſucceeded, would have de- 
ſtroyed both our Religious and Civil Li- 
| berties; and which the moſt Diſaffected 
among us were chiefly pleaſed with, in 
| hopes to gratify their ſacred Lult of Ec- 
cleliaſtical Tyranny, | 


HERR you take Occaſion to celebrate, 
with a juit Triumph, the ſafe and flou- 
riſhing Condition of tue Church of Eng- 
land, as ſecure in the AﬀeAiions of the 
People, the Protection of the Laws, and 


the Wiſdom of His Majeſty, who has 


very lately declared, he has its Honour aud 

Security near at Heart, (p. 46.) This is a 

ſevere Rebuke to thoſe who are ever ma- 
liciouſly ſoreboding imaginary Dangers to 
the Church, and inſolently affronting His 
Majeſty s Royal Cares for its Support and 
— ” 


, Tr laſt and fineſt Stroke of your Art 
is, the introducing the Character of our 
excellent P MATE, as an awful Ma- 
chine to deliver your own Sentiments 
KS: with 
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wich the greater Weight and Authority, 
This amiable Character (which was ſe 
well eſtabliſhed before his Grace's Ad- 
vancement to the High Station he now 
adorns, that it receives no new Luſtre 
from thence) is not only an Embelliſhment 
to your Diſcourſe, but a glorious Skreen to 
protect the great Truths to which it gives 
a Sanction: while you repreſent to us with 
all the glowing Paint of Eloquence, how 
he governs in the Meekneſs of Wiſdom, 


and can be zealous for Truth without 


breathing Perſecution. You proceed in 
the ſame lofty Strain to inform us, that 
He knows a juſt Authority may be 
' maintained without pretending to In- 
4 fallibility ; that our Eſtabliſhment, tho? 
= imperfect, as it is Humane, may, and 
< ought to be defended as a very good 
35 one; (and conſequently no farther than 
it is ſuch) © and as to any DefeQs in it, 
< that ſome Things may be altered wich- 
out giving up every Thing, and the : 
66 Conſtitution mended without ſubvert- 


"Þ ing ir,” * $47) 
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I cannot here forbear „ ef my Ad- 
miration of the Force of your wondrous 
Addreſs; by which the very ſame Opint- 
ons that have of late been treated with 
the utmoſt Contempt and Virulence, when 
maintained by others in an open artleſs 
manner, are inſinuated by you, in their 
| utmoſt Latitude, with a general Appro- 

| bation and A — 


Tay 0; 1 have preſumed t to point 


| out, with an unskilful Hand, ſome of the 


leſs concealed Elegancies of this admira- 
ble Diſcourſe, for the Satisfaction and Ad- 
vantage of ſome of your weaker Friends, 
who had they been in any Degree capa- 
ble of imitating your happy Condu& in 

their Writings, might at leaſt have eſcaped 


Cenſure, if they had not attamed to e- 


qual Honours with your ſelf. It may, 
perhaps, be feared that I may in ſome 
Meaſure diſappoint the good Effects it 
might have on our common Enemies, by 
jetting them too far into the ſecret Deſign 
of it: But for this we need be in no 
Pain, ſince the Swpidity of the Generali- 


ty 
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ty of them is ſo invincible, that they will 
never be made to perceive it; and the 
Honour of having you for their ſuppoſed 
Champion is ſo great, that the few dif- 
cerning Perſons amongſt them will never 
be ſo impolitick as to own you for an Ad- 


E: 
* 5 


T heartily congratulate your Succeſs in 
this new Method of indirectly propaga* 
ting Truth; and remain, with a juſt Senſe 
of * great Skill and — 


"Learned 8 I R, 
> Your great Admirer, | 


and obliged hamble Servant, 


